Book Review

Calvin and English Calvinism to 1649, by R.T. Kendall (London, England:
Paternoster, 1997). 263 pages. Originally published by Oxford, 1981.
Reviewed by Dr. Stephen Lewis, Professor of Church History at Chafer
Theological Seminary, and Senior Pastor, Family Heritage Church, La Quinta,
CA.

“Salvation (Justification/Reconciliation) is by grace alone through faith alone
in Christ alone.” I have rarely met any Protestant who does not, in some way,
affirm that phrase. Yet, what one means by this varies widely. These words were
proclaimed as part of the Reformation and affirmed in the creeds and are
proclaimed throughout the church to the present day. Yet, as early as Beza,
Calvin’s successors began to append “but faith that saves is never alone” to “faith
alone saves.”

Christianity Today rightly calls Kendall’s republished Oxford doctoral
dissertation “an epoch-making book.” He examines the doctrine of faith from
Calvin to Perkins to the Westminster Assembly to determine the degree to which
Westminster theology is Calvin’s theological legacy versus that of Perkins. After
reviewing Calvin’s doctrine of faith, Kendall traces the interactions of Theodore
Beza, William Perkins, Paul Baynes, Richard Sibbes, John Cotton, John Preston,
Thomas Hooker, Jacobus Arminius, and William Ames with Calvin.

Kendall claims that Puritanism’s central figures drew their theology, not from
Calvin, but from Theodore Beza, Calvin’s successor in Geneva. Even J.I. Packer
defends the Synod of Dort (1618—-19) by putting words into Calvin’s mouth that
he did not say [“Calvin the Theologian,” in John Calvin (Abingdon, 1966), 151].
Specifically, Packer asserts that the Dortian formula of Limited Atonement says
what Calvin “would have said if he had faced the Arminian thesis.” Therefore,
Kendall perceives a fundamental shift between Calvin and Beza. Consequently,
the
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whole Puritan tradition, from Perkins to the Westminster Confession of Faith,
followed the wrong (non-Calvinistic or anti-Calvinistic) track concerning the
atonement and the nature of saving faith.

Paul Helms [Calvin and the Calvinists (Banner of Truth Trust, 1982), 9]
visually displays his construct of Kendall’s comparison of Calvin with the
Puritans:

Kendall’s 1997 edition includes a new preface as well as an additional
appendix extracted from Kurt Daniel’s Ph.D. thesis from New College,
Edinburgh, 1983. Daniel sought to answer Kendall’s critics concerning a single



passage that Cunningham attributed to Calvin defending limited atonement.
Daniel demonstrates that it was not Calvin’s statement after all.

Paul Helms highlights the importance of Kendall’s work when he said: “No
one can doubt the seriousness of the charge that Kendall levels against
Puritanism. He [Kendall] makes the bold and controversial claim that the
Puritans, the professed followers of Calvin and the Reformation doctrine, were in
fact undoing the work of the Reformation. If this then could be shown, then whole
epochs of church history would have to be reinterpreted” (Calvin and the
Calvinists, 9).
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I agree with J.I. Packer in his endorsement of this book: “Dr. Kendall’s
exciting study ... is a major step forward in the reappraisal of Puritanism ... no
student in the Puritan field can excuse himself from reckoning with this important
contribution.” I recommend this book, especially this edition, for any and all
interested in the theology attributed to Calvin.

The more my reading delves into the struggle to determine what Calvin or
Luther actually said or taught, the more the notion strikes me that the church has
attempted to validate its beliefs, not as biblical, but as conforming to one of the
“great ones.” By contrast, we have an almost historically unprecedented
opportunity to develop a biblical theology that understands Scripture from its
historical-theological contexts, not from the context of Dort, Westminster, or any
post-biblical context. Thus, biblical theology contrasts with a typical definition of
systematic theology, “A science which follows a humanly devised scheme or
order of development and which purports to incorporate into its system all truth
about God and his universe from any and every source” (Lewis Sperry Chafer,
Systematic Theology, 1:5). Instead, we should inductively discover universal
scriptural principles, rather than imposing our categories of usage onto scriptural
terms.

In biblical theology the text determines its own theological categories;
whereas “the analogy of faith” often imports commonly accepted dogma into the
text of Scripture. Theology ought not to not derive from Beza’s understanding of
Calvin (nor from any other outside system), but from the Bible itself. The lesson
we learn from Kendall’s work is that he clearly distinguishes Calvin from Beza
and his successors. We must go even further— to distinguish both of these
theologians from the Bible itself. Many imagine that all three are identical.

—End—




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


